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EDUCATE MAINE RELEASES 2016 “EDUCATION INDICATORS FOR MAINE” REPORT
The comprehensive review of Maine’s education pipeline finds progress and 
on-going concerns, particularly in proficiency and the achievement gap 

PORTLAND, ME – Educate Maine, a business-led education advocacy organization, released its fourth annual installment of “Education Indicators for Maine” Tuesday in Portland. The report, which explores and examines Maine’s entire education system beginning in early childhood and continuing through adulthood, details where Maine students stand within ten education indicators, compares them to students throughout New England, and connects benchmarks to each indicator. This year’s report finds progress in key areas, such as postsecondary achievement and access to early learning programs, as well as on-going concerns, particularly in proficiency and the achievement gap between Maine’s economically disadvantaged students vs. their higher income peers. 

The ten indicators in the report follow the path of Maine children as they grow and learn, looking at: participation in early childhood education programs, because those experiences lay the foundation for future success; performance from first grade through high school, because of the importance of demonstrating proficiency at one level in order to be ready to achieve at the next level; and postsecondary outcomes, including traditional 2- and 4-year college and certificates and industry credentials because, ultimately, it is educational attainment and skill acquisition that will fuel the state’s economy and sustain vibrant Maine communities.

“Each year, ‘Education Indicators for Maine’ gives us a valuable and necessary picture of where Maine’s students stand in several areas and stages of their education,” said Chris Hall, CEO of the Portland Regional Chamber of Commerce and Educate Maine board chair. “We need to know where our students are doing well and where we need to serve them better, not only for their individual future success, but for the success and growth of Maine’s workforce and economy, as more and more jobs in Maine will require learning beyond high school.”
 
“We are pleased to see some progress in this year’s ‘Education Indicators for Maine’ report, including a large increase in the number of school districts offering public Pre-K and full-day kindergarten, both of which are needed if we are to ensure that Maine kids get the start they need to succeed,” said Educate Maine Executive Director, Ed Cervone. Cervone added, “However, we need to make more effort to address the achievement gap, which is still a problem, by reaching more of our state’s economically disadvantaged kids as early as possible with the learning programs they need to be able to succeed throughout the education pipeline.”

One of the problematic findings is that proficiency in reading and math has not improved for Maine’s 4th, 8th, and 11th grade students. It is particularly troublesome for economically disadvantaged students who continue to fall behind their higher income peers. Among the positive findings is that postsecondary achievement is increasing, with 42 percent of Maine adults now holding a certificate, industry credential, or college degree.

TEN “EDUCATION INDICATORS” FOR MAINE
The ten “Education Indicators for Maine” are: Preschool Participation; Preschool Access; Full-day Kindergarten; 4th Grade Achievement; 8th Grade Achievement; High School Achievement; College-Going and Persistence; College Completion; College Cost and Debt; and Mainers with College Degrees and Credentials.

ABOUT EDUCATE MAINE
Educate Maine is a business-led education advocacy organization whose mission is to champion college and career readiness and increased education attainment. With the goal to help every Maine student graduate high school prepared for success in postsecondary education and the workplace, Educate Maine believes in the importance of educational efforts that span early childhood through adult learning. For more information, as well as the full 2016 “Education Indicators for Maine” report, please visit www.educatemaine.org. 
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